I hope this discussion serves as a reminder of some of the attributes of test construction that we take for granted and assume preservice teachers know because they have been through 12 years of schooling. Dancis showed that in many cases this might be a flawed assumption. If the teacher depicted in Dancis's article taught one of your students, then you could be sure that the teacher does not know how to construct a test. Although reform efforts in mathematics education introduce assessment techniques that may be more suitable and more motivating than traditional tests, let us not neglect to pass on the simple principles of sound test construction.
